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The detection of Eimeria spp. oocysts and adult Heterakis spp. nematodes;
suggests that wild pheasants may contribute to the maintenance of
gastrointestinal parasite cycles in managed hunting grounds. The identification s |
of adult Heterakis spp. in the caeca, despite the absence of eggs in faecal
samples, highlights the importance of direct examination of the digestive tract
as a complementary method to coproparasitological analysis. Unlike findings
reported in other European studies, Syngamus spp. and other gastrointestinal
parasites were not identified in the present study; however, this absence should
be interpreted with caution, considering the limited sample size and restricted
geographical coverage.

Eimeria spp. — 20.0%

- Heterakis spp. - 16.7%

- Samples negative - 63.3%

Conclusion

This study provides the first data on gastrointestinal endoparasites in wild common pheasants
from Romania. The presence of Eimeria spp. oocysts and Heterakis spp. hematodes indicates that
wild pheasants may contribute to the maintenance of parasitic cycles in managed hunting
grounds. Further studies using larger sample sizes and broader geographical coverage are
hecessary to better assess parasite diversity and its implications for pheasant population health.
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